This theme issue shares some of the highlights of the gathering with readers everywhere. Since the emergence of Canadian Studies in the 1960s, place has served as both a marker of identity and an object of study. Understanding Canada as a place and understanding place(s) within Canada have been integral to the development of Canadian Studies, from Northrop Frye's inquiry "where is here?" in the Literary History of Canada (1965, 826) , to the "situatedness" Smaro Kamboureli considers "formative" in Canadian literary culture (2014, 7) , and to the critical readings of displacement, movement, and belonging produced from various inter-and transdisciplinary perspectives. Studies of region and regionalism in literature, from Laurie Ricou's influential Vertical Man, Horizontal World (1973) and Frank Davey's cultural critique in From There to Here (1974) to Patrick O'Flaherty's The Rock Observed (1979) , proliferated in the 1970s.
Although early studies of region may seem dated in an era when, under the pressure of globalization, national identities seem to dissolve with their borders, these readings of local and regional cultures in Canada shaped the emerging field of Canadian Studies, often creating their own object of study as well as new cultural expressions and products. By the late 1990s, studies such as W.H. New's Land Sliding (1997) and Christian Riegel and Herb Wyile's A Sense of Place (1998) were changing the discussion. In the latter volume, Alison Calder (1998) , one of the contributors to this theme issue, notes that the categories used in these studies, including place, have remained useful tools for analysis despite the risk inherent in labels such as region. The impact of these categories has been profound in Canadian life; for example, the distinction between metropolis and hinterland drives public policy and economic development, and the uneven development of southern and northern regions of provinces and territories highlights the central fact of Canadian experience: the dispossession and continued colonization of Indigenous peoples.
Several of the participants and the keynote speakers at the conference had already contributed to these discussions. Graeme Wynn's Canada and Arctic America (2007) has redefined the way Canadian scholars think about the relationship of environment, history, and geography, and Tania Martin's work on built environments and cultural landscapes has innovated the study of heritage. Indigenous scholars, cultural geographers, and historians have acknowledged and explained how, as Cole Harris observes in his contribution to this volume, "settler colonialism displaced, marginalized, and impoverished Aboriginal peoples." Seminal studies of linguicide by Andrea Bear Nicholas, and Cole Harris's books Making Native Space: Colonialism, Resistance, and Reserves in British Columbia (2003) and The Reluctant Land: Society, Space, and Environment in Canada before Confederation (2008) , show how the unequal power relations have been constructed, institutionalized, and maintained through the management of physical and imaginary space. With Harris, we caution against arguments that suggest inequality and injustice are issues of the past or that Canada has become a hybrid, a site of métissage where the contact of newcomers and Indigenous peoples has created an ideal, distinct society.
In engaging with these issues, we want to resist the temptation to discard the insights of past criticism and theory. As Simon Harel (2008) observes, the increasing dominance of mobility as a cultural norm articulating the rootless modern life closes off inquiry into experiences that are in any way grounded, so that even mourning and melancholia have become outmoded theoretical concepts in the current moment, to say nothing of the scepticism with which concepts such as exile are now received. None the less, exile, migration, and displacement are all fundamental human experiences that are even more devastating and profound in the globalized, transborder world, and for this reason, the essays in this issue maintain the value of place as both a heuristic and theoretical concept.
Following Henri Lefebvre's The Production of Space (1974) , scholars and artists have theorized the intersection of spatial representation, production, and reproduction, and have expanded on Lefebvre's insight that space is not a passive field acted upon by social forces but an active participant in the generation of knowledge. Place emerges from this theory as the social significance given to space with the term place-based accounting for those theories and practices that are grounded in a particular use of space. Place-based approaches are revolutionizing the fields of education and health care, and in the cultural field examined in this issue the variety of place-based studies, creative work, and performance highlights the relevance and impact of this topic. In recent years, this risk has been embraced and challenged by theoretical interventions that situate the study of Canadian places within international developments in cultural theory.
In the last decade in particular, the analysis of physical and geographical location has become a main constituent of the cultural critique of late capitalism as seen in the work of Arjun Appadurai (1996) and David Harvey (1996). Harvey's interrogation of adherence to place-based identities and the identification with particular places as a form of resistance to threatening forces of globalization emphasizes the fluidity of place as both a discursive and a political category. For Harvey, the compression of time and space predicted by Marx gives rise to imagined places as a defensive posture that cannot ultimately stand up to the pressures of globalization (1996) . In contrast, Doreen Massey and Appadurai propose that the assertion of a sense of place need not be reactionary. Massey proposes an interpretation of place as "constructed out of a particular constellation of social relations, meeting and weaving together at a particular locus" (1996, 154) . By emphasizing the social interactions that make up place, Massey turns attention away from the definition of boundaries demarcating the authentic from the inauthentic in the understanding of place-based cultures, and towards the way places are constantly being reproduced, reimagined, and reconstructed through active social relations (Massey 2005) .
In Canada, where space and place have long been contested ground, the discussion has moved beyond the defence of national or regional boundaries to embrace global and transnational cultures while remaining place-based. In Placing Memory and Remembering Place in Canada, James Opp and John C. Walsh observe an increasing consensus that "the emphasis on globalization has tended to overshadow the local and, in the process, has marginalized place" even as "local knowledges, cultures, customs, and economies are often framed as points of resistance to the homogenizing forces of global capitalism" (2010, 6) . Citing work by Julie Cruikshank and William Turkel, as well as that of authors included in their collection, Opp and Walsh call for a return to "place-based strategies" while "we also resist essentializing local places as organic, whole, or ahistorical" (6). Together, the essays presented here raise and explore environmental, political, aesthetic, and economic questions pertaining to place, and the discursive contexts shaped by concepts of centres and margins, localism, regionalism, nationalism, globalism, and provincialism.
The essays concern interpretations of place in Canadian history, literature, visual culture, and performance by engaging two main themes-environmental issues and Indigenous Knowledge. Some of the essays in this theme issue continue the necessary work of unsettling colonial representations while others seek to transform place by learning from Indigenous epistemologies. There are thoughts on the "spatial turn," to use the Canadian Photography History group's term, in specific and resonant cultural spaces, from photographic archives of Pier 21 to Expo 67, from the work of Indigenous artists to the Occupy movement. Whether reinterpreting representations of place in literature (see this issue's articles by Alison Calder, David Creelman, Élise Lepage, and Michèle Lacombe), history and public history (Cole Harris, Jane Griffith, and Andrea Terry), or visual culture (Andrea Bear Nicholas, Rachel Alpha Johnston Hurst, Martha Langford, Elizabeth Anne Cavaliere, Philippe Guillaume, Karla McManus, Sharon Murray, and Aurèle Parisien), each essay treats place simultaneously as a methodological lens for studying the particular and as the intersection of meaningful social relations. Both functions help constitute as they critique Canada. These offerings therefore attest to the continuing work of Canadian Studies despite the abandonment of the field by governments and universities as evidenced by the cancellation of the Canadian federal government's Understanding Canada program and the closure of Canadian Studies programs across the country.
In closing, we wish to express our deep appreciation and thanks to all those who made this publication possible. Thank you to the essayists, as well as to the reviewers who so generously served in anonymous peer assessment of the essays. To participants in the conference whose work does not appear in this volume, your contributions to discussion at the conference resonate in the scholarship presented here. The conference had the enormous benefit of support from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada and from our universities, Saint Mary's and Mount Allison, as well as the dedicated support and marvellous organizational talent of Jackie Logan, office manager of the Gorsebrook Institute. Bringing a theme issue of the Journal of Canadian Studies to print would not be possible without the tremendous assistance provided by Kerry Cannon, the journal's managing editor and champion. Our thanks and appreciation to Kerry, to the contributors, to the reviewers, and now to you, the readers.
